
Track Fire - June, 2011

The Track Fire started on Sunday, June 12, 2011 and burned over 27,000 acres on both sides of 
Interstate 25 at the Colorado/New Mexico state line. It was contained on June 29. This 
information was found at https://wildfiretoday.com

Monday, June 13, 2011

Map of the Track fire, showing 
heat (the red squares) detected by 
satellites over the last 6 hours 
with heat data current as of 2:45 
p.m. MT, June 13.

Fire crews were able to make 
good progress today on the west 
and south flanks of the fire. But, 
erratic winds, low humidity, and 
extremely dry vegetation 
conspired to create extreme fire 
behavior and rapid fire spread 
later in the day in the southeast. 
This led to evacuations in the 
Yankee Canyon area.

Winds were favorable early in the 
day, blowing the fire back into 
itself. Crews working on the west 
side (Division A) of the fire were 
able to complete indirect line. 
They secured the line by burning 
out vegetation, essentially using 
the fuel before the fire could get 
to it.

Successful work on the south side
of the fire (Division Z) included 
patrolling by structure protection 
fire engines, seeking and treating 
hot spots, and clearing vegetation 
to further protect buildings. 
Similar work was conducted on 
the east flank (Division Y) until 
the afternoon. At that point a 
small area of fire, fueled by dry 

vegetation and winds blowing toward the southeast, ran toward Yankee Canyon. Colfax County 
Sheriffs Department and New Mexico State Police officers evacuated residents from the area. 

Note: The Santa Fe Trail Ranch (SFTR) has been superimposed on the Fire Activity map.

https://wildfiretoday.com/


Tuesday, June 14, 2011

View looking northeast 
from I-25 New Mexico 
exit 454 
(I-25 Business / 2nd 
Street, Raton N.M.)



View lookiing south from
Colorado I-25 toward the
Raton Pass / New Mexico
boarder

Wednesday, June 15, 2011

New Mexico Fire Information reported Tuesday night that the fire had burned 24,034 acres and 
was 5% contained. Two homes and three cabins have been destroyed.

Here is a map of the Track fire, near Raton, NM with a fire perimeter current as of 11:01 p.m. 
MT, June 15, 2011. The red line is the approximate fire perimeter as of Tuesday night. The white 
east/west line is the state line between Colorado and New Mexico state line.

                                     Track fire 3-D map, 11:01 p.m. MT June 15, 2011



The state of New Mexico road condition web site still lists Interstate 25 as being closed as of 
8:48 a.m. on Wednesday, now for the fourth day. Exit 454 and the Point of Entry exit in New 
Mexico, and Exit 2 in Colorado, will be closed. Traffic is not allowed to stop along the interstate.
I-25 will reopen at 4:00 a.m., Thursday, June16.

Thursday, June 16, 2011

The Track fire, which has burned 25,620 acres and is 20% contained and required the closure of 
Interstate 25 at Raton, New Mexico for several days, was still active on the east side on 
Wednesday, but the west side has been suppressed by firefighters enough to allow the Interstate 
to open. The highway opened at about 4:00 a.m. on Thursday, much to the relief of drivers who 
had been forced to take a lengthy detour around the fire to the east of Raton. Here are more 
details that incident management team posted at 10 p.m. on Wednesday:

Evacuation Update: As of 5:00 p.m. today, June 15, the City of Raton has lifted the evacuation 
order only in the subdivisions within the city limits of Raton. Residents that are returning should 
be aware that it is possible that they may be put on a pre-evacuation alert should fire activity 
change. All remaining evacuations orders remain in place.

Fire Update: Winds were favorable on the south and west side of the fire early in the day which 
allowed crews to significantly mop-up and secure the burned area along the I-25 corridor. They 
also made considerable progress with constructing direct fire line and securing the areas near 
structures on the south side of the fire. All available helicopters and airtankers were utilized to a 
great extent on the most active areas of the fire.

Late afternoon winds and instable weather created extreme fire behavior where running, torching
and crowning was observed on the east side of the fire. The fire made two significant runs to the 
northeast advancing 300-500 acres. Despite the increased fire activity, firefighters kept the fire 
from spreading south over Highway 72. Fire personnel will concentrate a considerable amount of
resources on the north and east side of the fire tomorrow as a Red Flag Warning is predicted.

The weather on Thursday will not be favorable for firefighters. As you can see in the map below, 
Red Flag Warnings are posted for much of the Southwest for Thursday.






